Foreword by Sir Robin Knox-Johnston




|

150°
15
Moty Coe
T
Minse [reee "luﬂﬂ
Tahars Huahine
Wavpihas Fates” Pasa L]
Mouea  Papr'etr
e o

POLYNESIA'S 120 Society Islands lie
between South America and New Zealand.

French Polynesia

The Society Islands

CHART 4607, 1382, 1436, 1107

BEST FOR CRUISING April — November (tropical
storms November — May)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 26°C 79°F
PREVAILING WIND SE

TIME ZONE GMT - 10

LANGUAGE French and Polynesian

No printer’s ink can capture the iridescent

CURRENCY Cour de Franc Pacifique/Pacific Franc
(CFP)

NAVIGATIONALDIFFICULTY @ @ © ©
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DIVING/SNORKELLING |§® i > [
SHORE-SIDE EATING 78l J@l 7

SIGHTSEEING W W W W

shades of indigo and emerald that greet sailors
in the palm-fringed lagoons of the South
Pacific, one of the world’s most exotic cruising
grounds. We were sailing from Tahiti, Pearl of
the Pacific, to the outer islands. On the horizon,
17 miles away, lay the jagged mountain spires
of Moorea, where Hollywood filmed Mutiny on
the Bounty and Captain Cook gave his name to
one of the bays.

BLUE AND GREEN, the dominant colours of the South Sea

come in an unforgettable, seemingly impossible, variety of

shades - from the lustrous turguoise of the lagoon , encircled by
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charter companies sailing these Is have their home base

and many offer charters with professional skipy he rainy

season lasts from December to April, the dry season - during

which the evenings are cooler = is from July to October and the

temperature year-round a comfortable 24-28°C (75-82°F)

Less than half a mile away from our anchoraqge the thunder of

THE TIARE TAHITI is the emblem of French
Polynesia. A blossom is traditionally
presented to travellers upon arrival in
Tahiti and is worn behind the ear. How it is
worn denotes a person’s marital status.

surf pounding on the reef was like an express train...but I'd long

732 from Havant to




MOOREA, with its jagged peaks swathed in
lush greenery and surrounded by crystalline
lagoons, is everyone's dream of Polynesia.




TAHITIAN DANCERS, in their famous coconut-shell bras, are
part of the South Sea legend.

TAHITI ISLAND, known as the Pearl of the Pacific, is where the
artist Paul Gauguin spent the last few years of his life.




RANGIROA'S lagoon supports an astounding assortment of
marine life, which makes it a prime spot for snorkelling.

THE SUN SETS in a blaze of colours over Tahitian houses on
stilts, which are a common sight on the larger islands.




FAAROA RIVER (above), with its magnificent jungle-like setting, MOOREA (below) is where Hollywood filmed Mutiny on the
is the only navigable river in the French Polynesian Islands. Bounty and Captain Cook gave his name to one of the bays.




HUAHINE, also referred to as the “Garden Island” for its rich
and varied vegetation, is relatively unspoilt.
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MARAE TAPUTAPUATEA on Raiatea, is

the most famous of many religious sites
scattered across the island.

TAHAA, close to the island of Raiatea,

supports large populations of turtles in
and around its lagoons.
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MOUNT OTEMANU creates a splendid
backdrop to the lagoon at Bora Bora.

BORA-BORA, despite its popularity,
retains its charm.




TAHAA LAGOON is a stunningly beautiful
natural aquarium where you can find grey
sharks, napoleons and shoals of barracuda.
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